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Green Party of Michigan Nominating Convention

August 3rd & 4th, 2002

Proposed Meeting Rules

Note:  Approval of these rules and the Convention and Meeting agenda will be the first order of business on Saturday, August 3rd.

Convention Rules:

1.  Time limits must be strictly enforced to ensure that all candidates have a chance to be heard.  Therefore, the time keepers have complete authority to interrupt any speaker at any time in order to adhere to our schedule.  Due to our tight schedule we cannot entertain motions to extend time on any candidate or question. 

2.  We will be observing a two-tiered “stacking” system for questions.  If you ask a question and wish to ask another, you will be placed on the second stack and be given time for your question if time remains after all those who have not previously spoken have had an opportunity to do so.

3.  We will attempt to come to consensus on the nomination of all candidates.  If blocking concerns remain which cannot be answered satisfactorily in the time allotted for discussion, a 2/3 vote of eligible participants/convention delegates is required to approve a candidate. 

4.  GPMI has not yet come to a consensus as to whether abstentions will count toward the total vote for any candidate or issue.  Therefore, for purposes of this convention abstentions will not be counted and the quorum for any vote shall be 2/3 of those who vote either “yes” or “no” to any candidate.

5. The deadline for candidates to declare in time to speak at the convention has passed. There will be a limited amount of time for nominations for open positions from the floor on Sunday, August 4th, however depending on the number of such nominations there is no guarantee that candidates will have time to address the delegates.

State Membership Business Meeting Rules:

1.  Time limits must be strictly enforced to ensure that everyone has a fair chance to be heard and all business is covered.  Therefore, the time keepers have complete authority to interrupt any speaker at any time in order to adhere to our schedule.  

2.  We will be observing a two-tiered “stacking” system for questions.  If you ask a question and wish to ask another, you will be placed on the second stack and be given time for your question if time remains after all those who have not previously spoken have had an opportunity to do so.  Clarifying questions are allowed at any time during discussion and will take precedence over comments.  Please refrain from cross-talk or making more than one comment when you are called upon to speak so that everyone will have a chance to be heard.

3.  We will attempt to come to consensus on all issues brought before the meeting.  If blocking concerns remain which cannot be answered satisfactorily in the time allotted for discussion, a 2/3 vote of eligible members is required to pass a motion. 

4.  GPMI has not yet come to a consensus as to whether abstentions will count toward the total vote for any candidate or issue.  Therefore, for purposes of this convention abstentions will not be counted and the quorum for any vote shall be 2/3 of those who vote either “yes” or “no” on any issue. 

5.  The deadline has passed for introduction of proposals to the business section of the meeting.  If you wish to submit a last-minute proposal, you are responsible for making sufficient copies of your proposal for dissemination to all participants before the close of the convention on Saturday and for bringing your proposal/s to the attention of the Meeting Manager before the same deadline.  If time permits, your proposal/s will be brought to the attention of the members at the end of the business section of the meeting on Sunday.

